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Resolved: Can Trumpism Make America Great Again? 

 
 

Debate on 02/16/17 with Guest Speaker Michael Johns, a prominent Tea Party 
Leader and former White House speechwriter for George H.W. Bush 



Speaker (Michael Johns) 
In the Cornell Political Union’s second event of the semester, Michael Johns, a prominent 

Tea Party Leader and former White House speechwriter for George H.W. Bush., discussed the 
implications behind Trumpism and argued this ideology will “Make America Great Again” 
Johns, arguing that Trump’s political revolution will bring significant benefits to the United 
States, highlighted numerous controversial flaws during Obama’s eight years. 

He argued Obama often deserted the Democratic Party’s local and state bases, resulting 
in losing congressional, state, and local seats to Republicans. President Obama, in Johns’ 
opinion, failed to aid in mobilizing grassroots organizations, ultimately allowing the Democratic 
Party to self-destruct. He failed to reign in the Far left, whose objective is “to shut down debate.” 
Additionally, Obama’s legacy did not benefit the middle class working individual, a 
phenomenon Johns deemed the “forgotten man and woman.”  This was the crux of Johns’ 
argument, and Trump’s main target.  Johns claimed that Hillary Clinton failed to capitalize on 
this portion of the electorate, instead trying to promote a “3rd term of Obama” which he believed 
to be political suicide. 

Johns also noted the Obama Administration’s negative economic legacy – an issue he is 
confident the Trump administration will fix in the upcoming years. Elite universities, banks, and 
major industries have contributed to an unequal market economy and an unequal distribution of 
wealth. Wages have less purchasing power as inflation continues to rise, and the average 
American citizen receives fewer and fewer benefits. Therefore, Johns believed Trump motivated 
workers to challenge the status quo. 

Lastly, Johns mentioned the changing American identity. Changing urban environments 
compounded with unmanaged immigration created a polarized atmosphere. Low-wage and 
middle class workers felt left out as Obama concentrated on promoting open borders and free 
trade, two issues often perceived as detrimental to the working class. 

Following his statements, Mr. Johns received questions from students concerning the 
impact of grassroots organizations and the evolving identity of the Republican Party after 
Trump’s election. Johns responded that both parties recognize a disconnect between Washington 
and the electorate, and that organizations such as the Tea Party and the Far Left both serve as 
positive outlets for political discourse and promoting change on the Hill. To address the identity 
of Republicans, he said the party must accept a more populist appeal and Trump’s appointments, 
many of whom did not vote for him during the election. 

During the debate, students challenged Mr. Johns claims on the economy and 
international trade. Some challenged claims about the state of employment and the presentation 
of labor statistics by the speaker, and the fallacy of “net zero job creation” during the Obama 
Administration. Others focused on the issue of free trade, and stated that the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership and other international agreements would benefit the domestic base, and the TPP 
would have restricted Chinese growth. A main point of contention was the rise of populism, as 
many students realized that Trump is not the right face to guide an anti-establishment movement. 



Trump’s personality may be crucial into prying apart the Republican establishment, but his 
ideology is too unstable to harbor balanced values on key issues, such as immigration and 
national security. 

 

Union Votes Negative on a 40-14 Decision 
 

 


