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Debate on 05/5/16 with Guest Speaker David Mortlock, former Director for 
International Economic Affairs for the White House Security Council 



Speaker (David Mortlock) 
This week, our guest speaker was David Mortlock, the former Director for International 

Economic Affairs for the White House National Security Council. In addition, he has served as 
the Deputy Coordinator for Sanctions Policy at the U.S. State Department and is currently a 
Partner at Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP. 

Mr. Mortlock began by pointing out that the President has been playing the “long-term 
game.” He has not simply focused on immediate successes, but rather has taken foreign policy 
decisions that lay the foundation for international security for years to come. He suggested that 
President Obama has executed cautious and calculated policies that not only take a strong stance 
against threats to the United States (such as ISIS) but that also allow the U.S. to take a step-back 
from foreign crisis when necessary.  

Mr. Mortlock went on to referring to a few examples of President Obama’s success. He 
noted that with regards to relations with China, Obama’s foreign policy has provided reasons to 
incentivize and compel China to follow international norms. By working together with our allies, 
the U.S. has managed to push Chinese policies towards greater liberalization, while at the same 
time maintaining peaceful trade relations. Regarding Chinese cyber espionage, the President has 
responded by signing an executive order that threatens China with economic sanctions. 
According the Mortlock, the threat is more crucial than the action, because it is a much subtler 
way of pushing a countries policies in the right direction without starting an all-out trade war. 
Next, Mr. Mortlock discussed President Obama’s foreign policy with regards to Iran. In his 
opinion, the Deal that the Obama administration brought about was the correct policy because it 
is a multilateral attempt to bring about international security. The goal is not to crush Iran, but 
rather to halt its nuclear program. Therefore, The Deal is successful because it extends the 
oversight and restrictions that prevent Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapon. The alternative 
would not guarantee similar results. This might not show an immediate impact, but it sets the 
norm that there are international consequences. 

In conclusion, David Mortlock emphasized that Obama’s foreign policy has been and 
will be successful at ensuring international security. By taking an incremental approach, the 
President’s administration has pushed the international community in the right direction. The 
final vote resulted in a resolution in favor of Mr. Mortlock’s argument that President Obama’s 
foreign policy has been successful. 
 
 


