
 

Cornell Political Union 
Resolved: Should New York State stop building fossil fuel 

infrastructure? 

 
Debate on 11/14/17 with Guest Speaker New York State Assemblywoman Barbara 

Lifton 



 
Speaker (Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton) 

On Tuesday, November 14, the Cornell Political Union was honored to host New York 
State Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton, whose legislative district includes all of Tompkins 
County. Lifton spoke about New York State’s energy policies, and recognized the current 
inadequacies of the Governor’s emissions plans.  

The Assemblywoman opened the event by discussing fracking and the subsequent release 
of raw methane, which have devastating impacts on the atmosphere. Accordingly, Lifton 
advocated for a statewide moratorium on building new fossil fuel infrastructure, and called for 
the promotion of renewable energy resources to bridge the gap. While the Assemblywoman 
noted the significant costs associated with the moratorium, she recognized the greater need for 
building long-term infrastructure that provides New Yorkers with clean, renewable energy. In 
short, Lifton called for New York State to lead the charge in the fight against human-created 
climate change.  

During a question and answer period, Assemblywoman Lifton touched upon the 
controversial subject of nuclear power plants, and brushed off the lack of national leadership in 
renewable energy policy. She reaffirmed the necessity of New York, as one of the nation’s 
largest and wealthiest states, to create clean and renewable energy policy.  

The members of the Union engaged in a spirited debate over the merits of a moratorium 
on fossil fuel infrastructure. Some members were concerned by New York’s reliance on natural 
gas, and the potential short-term costs associated with cutting of fossil fuel drilling. Other 
members expressed the need to have a forward-thinking energy policy that could reduce the 
harmful effects of climate change, and viewed the moratorium as a necessary step in that 
process. At one point, the Assemblywoman stepped in to reaffirm the need to stop fracking and 
fossil fuel cultivation, and again advocated for taking a long-term view on the issue.  
 

 

Union Votes Affirmative on a 18-5 Decision 
 


