
 

Cornell Political Union 
Resolved: Is America a force for good in the Middle East? 

 
Debate on 9/18/18 with Guest Speaker Major Danny Sjursen, a U.S. Army 

Strategist and columnist for The Nation 



Opening Speaker Summary (Major Danny Sjursen) 

The United States is involved in countless conflicts abroad, specifically in the Middle 

East, where the U.S. is training different militant groups as well as conducting drone strike 

campaigns against rogue regimes and terrorists. The current death and destruction that occurs 

every day in the Middle East is evidence that the United States has not been a force for good in 

the region. The United States has greatly stretched the definition of national security to justify 

wild interventions and operations that have destabilized the region and brought about chaos. U.S. 

arms, bombs, and other weaponry have ended up in the hands of bad actors via a tangled web of 

ties with ethnic, religious, and military groups in the region which has served to thicken the 

conflict and chaos. The United States have often bordered being indiscriminate in its drone strike 

campaigns and other operations. This is incredibly problematic for the United States’ alleged 

position as a global moral power, as the children and innocents killed by U.S. drone strikes spell 

out an incredibly contrary narrative to that of upholding Human Rights abroad. 

The impact of the United States in the Middle East is one that is hard to isolate, but one 

thing is for sure: devastation and havok are proliferating in the areas that the United States has 

been heavily involved in for years with no sign of true improvement. Although it may be unclear 

what actions we ought pursue in the Middle East, the United States needs to completely rethink 

its involvement and question its interests as well as its role in the region. 

 

 

Affirmative Summary 

The United States is needed as a force to check back against the influence of regimes like 

Russia and China who have an utter disregard for the promotion of Human Rights and 

Democracy abroad. Although difficult to imagine, a counterfactual world in which the United 

States is absent from the Middle East is likely one in which Russia and China have emboldened 

oppressive regimes and created greater chaos for their own economic benefit, territorial 

expansion, or imperialist desires. Although the United States is not unlike Russia and China in 

being possessed by ulterior motives in its interventions, it is the only world power that even 



partly stands for Freedom, Democracy, and Human Rights in the region. Thus, the United States 

is needed to be the beacon of hope and freedom in the region. 

The United States has already been successful in taking out the prominent terrorist group 

Al-Qaeda which perpetrated the 9/11 attacks, and is currently making massive gains in the fight 

against the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS) through its support of the Syrian Kurdish forces 

and Iraqi military. Thus, the United States has been successful in fighting two of the most 

abusive and oppressive terrorist groups the Middle East has seen in recent history. 

Finally, the United States has the potential to be a force for good in the Middle East, even 

if the situation on the ground has not improved since the U.S. first got involved. The United 

States needs to be more careful in the allies it chooses, and it ought to refrain from making arms 

deals with rogue groups that are used to fight a mutual enemy in conflict, such as the U.S.’s 

arming of the Taliban to fight the Russians in Afghanistan.The United States also needs to 

remain pure in its values in the promotion of both Human Rights and Democracy, which means 

refusing to arm groups that are radical, totalitarian, or corrupt.  

 

Negative Summary 

The United States has acted far too much in its own oil interests to provide for any kind 

of security and stability for the people who live in the Middle East. The U.S. has supported 

rebels, toppled regimes, and conducted bombing campaigns that have resulted in massive 

casualties in the pursuit of US interests. 

The United States’ involvement in the Middle East has only brought greater 

Anti-American sentiment as well as the rise of and splintering of terrorist groups in the region. In 

the pursuit of these terrorist groups, the United States via its invasions of Iraq and Afghanistan 

have only fueled Radical Islam and terror within the Middle East. While the United States has 

broken some ground recently in its fight against terror, U.S. involvement in the first place was 

responsible for the creation and rise of groups like ISIS and the Taliban. 

While the United States allegedly stands for hope, freedom, and democracy in the region, 

it has strayed far from this path. The U.S. has often acted against stability and democracy in the 

region by organizing coups or empowering dictators and rebel groups. The U.S. has generated 



greater suffering, and has inflicted casualties on innocent civilians in the pursuit of ulterior 

motives such as oil interests. 

The United States therefore must completely change its involvement in the region, 

whether that means overhauling its strategy, means of involvement, or withdrawing from the 

region entirely. 
 

 
 

Union Votes Negative on a Wide Margin 
  


