
 

Cornell Political Union 
Resolved: Can Supervised Injection Sites Combat the Opioid 

Epidemic? 

 
 

Debate on 04/19/17 with Guest Speaker Mayor and Cornell alum Svante Myrick 



 
Speaker (Mayor Svante Myrick) 

For our fourth event of the semester, the Cornell Political Union was honored to host 
Mayor Svante Myrick, the youngest mayor of Ithaca and a Cornell alum. Myrick engaged with 
students concerning the use of supervised drug injection facilities and their impact on the heroin 
epidemic. 

Myrick addressed the growing implications of the War on Drugs, and the constant 
militarization of the police force in tandem with the privatization of the prison system. He stated 
that the “shock system” started by the Clinton and Bush administrations locked up more people 
than any other industrial nation, and did nothing to curtail the rising use of hard drugs since the 
1990s. 

Myrick realized the federal bureaucracy would be bottlenecked and unable to pass 
meaningful legislation to help his constituents, so he passed the Ithaca Plan; a Public Health and 
Safety Approach to Drugs and Drug Policy, a local initiative that received both national and 
international recognition. 

A major part of the plan are supervised injection sites, where heroin addicts can inject 
drugs in a closed environment managed by nurses in an attempt to save lives and produce 
self-rehabilitation. Myrick pointed out the paradox that critics often use against the injection 
sites; the sites are too soft on drug users and often serve as “enablers” for their addiction. 
However, most of these users have already hit rock bottom, meaning they don’t enjoy the drug 
but simply use it as a means for survival. If a user decides to quit, the withdrawal alone will kill 
the user. The injection sites help keep the user on track for a prolonged rehabilitation period and 
provides drugs with lower intensities to keep the user from overdosing. As the mayor stated, 
nobody can recover from an addiction if they die. 

In addition, Mayor Myrick laid out three concrete benefits of the injection sites. First and 
foremost, the sites reduce the number of deaths from accidental overdoses and other drug-related 
issues. Secondly, clean needles provided by the sites help reduce the spread of diseases, such as 
HPV and Hepatitis. This saves money for the taxpayer who often pay for their health insurance. 
Lastly, the sites improve the chances of users entering treatment, since there is a doctors’ office 
usually located in the 2nd floor and a pharmacy on the 3rd. 

Mayor Myrick entertained questions from the audience on a variety of concerns. Students 
asked about the financial viability of the sites, to which Myrick responded that although the sites 
initially are funded by local governments, other sites in Canada have been federally funded due 
to a major push for health and safety reform. Also, the sites themselves only incur minimal costs 
to the local budget. 

Students also asked how the sites would interact with law enforcement policies, as well 
as federal and state mandates, to which Myrick responded that the sites help take action without 
the bureaucratic nonsense, and help alleviate the perpetual cycle of incarceration that federal 



laws put into place in American society. In theory, the DEA could bust everyone coming out of 
the site, but they could not shut down the site itself, creating a safe place for rehabilitation. 
During the debate, students and faculty talked about alternatives to the sites, such as legalizing 
certain substances to overcome their socio-political stigma. Students also referenced the positive 
impact the sites would have against pharmaceutical companies, who push painkillers into the 
market and perpetuate underground sales of these prescription drugs. However, the main debate 
revolved around the coexistence of law enforcement and the sites themselves.  

While many pointed out the positives of safe spaces and increasing the standard of living 
for users, others were willing to question how far the government would involve themselves to 
force detoxes, and provide rehabilitation for users. Although traditional rehab often requires 
isolation, it also requires time; an option that is often seen inferior to cracking down on dealers 
and mass incarceration. As some students noted, there is no such thing as a responsible heroin 
user. Although the sites may help the rehab process, drugs still circulate on the streets and maybe 
criminal justice reform is a more plausible solution. 

 
 

Union Votes Affirmative on a 46-7 Decision 
 

 


