
 

Cornell Political Union 
Resolved: Should the United States Close Guantanamo Bay? 

 
 

Debate on 11/4/15 with Guest Speaker Professor of Law Joe Margulies at Cornell 
University 



Speaker (Prof. Joe Margulies) 
This week, Cornell Professor of Law Joe Margulies joined Cornell Political Union to lead 

debate on whether or not the U.S. should close the Guantanamo Bay Detention Facility in Cuba. 
The event was co-hosted by the Cornell Pre-Law Fraternities Kappa Alpha Pi & Phi Alpha Delta, 
Cornell Roosevelt Institute, and the Society for Women in Politics. 

During his opening presentation, Professor Margulies highlighted several arguments 
supporting the continued use of Guantanamo Bay. His first point refuted opponents’ beliefs that 
conditions are inhumane. According to the Professor, conditions are actually better than those in 
domestic maximum-security prisons. A second argument was that because the Supreme Court 
ruled that suspected terrorists could be indefinitely detained as long as the conflict they are a part 
of continues, indefinite detention would not end simply by moving prisoners from Guantanamo 
to the U.S. Finally, Professor Margulies noted Guantanamo’s frequent use by terrorist groups in 
recruitment materials. However, he stated that the use of Guantanamo as terrorist propaganda 
would not necessarily end if prisoners were moved to a domestic site.  

Following Professor Margulies' opening statements, Union members began their own 
debate. Opponents of closing the facility stressed the need to send a strong message to terrorists 
and the international community that the U.S. is committed to stopping terrorist activity. Those 
Union members also raised concerns that states would not be very receptive to housing terrorist 
suspects in their prisons and that housing terrorist suspects in the U.S. would potentially provide 
them with undeserved due process rights. With increased due process rights, there is a related 
concern that terrorist suspects may be able to avoid punishment based on legal procedural issues. 

Those in favor of closing the detention facility focused their argument primarily on the 
symbolic nature of the facility and the moral statement its closing would send. Members argued 
that closing the facility would significantly reduce terrorist groups’ ability to use it as a 
propaganda tool and send a signal to the international community that despite our past failures, 
the U.S. is committed to the rule of law and the humane treatment of prisoners moving forward. 
Union members in this camp also felt that providing prisoners with greater due process rights by 
moving them to the U.S. further demonstrates a commitment to the two principles previously 
mentioned. Another point raised by those in favor of closing the facility was the excessive cost 
of maintaining the facility and its inefficiency. 

Ultimately, the Union voted 60% to 40%, with two abstentions, in favor of closing the 
prison and transferring prisoners currently held there to domestic maximum-security prisons. So 
be it resolved that the Cornell Political Union believes that the United States should close the 
Guantanamo Bay Detention Center. 
 


