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Speaker (Gen. George Casey) 

This week, General George Casey joined Cornell Political Union for a discussion on 
American national security. General Casey previously served as Chief of Staff of the Army and 
Commanding General of the Multi-National Force in Iraq. The Cornell Roosevelt Institute 
cosponsored the event.  

To begin his talk, General Casey explained how the national security landscape has 
changed since 9/11. Threats are increasingly coming from non-state actors and the threats from 
jihadists today are much different than the threats posed by the spread of communism during the 
Cold War. According to General Casey, one of the biggest concerns today is an attack 
orchestrated by a non-state actor on U.S. soil using a weapon of mass destruction. The General 
also believes that we are currently engaged in an ideological struggle that will last for years to 
come. Without the cooperation of other countries, this will be a difficult fight to win. 
During his conclusion, General Casey laid out a few policy prescriptions for the present national 
security situation. 

1. Not every problem is the United States’ to solve, so we must avoid trying to be the 
world’s policeman. But we must stay engaged. 

2. We must be patient. This ideological struggle may continue for decades. 
3. The United States must lead collaboratively and create strong coalitions in order to 

emerge from this struggle successful. 
4. The United States must lead with a multi-faceted and integrated approach. Instead of 

relying solely on military power, we must also lead diplomatically and with foreign aid. 
 
The Union overwhelming supported the prescriptions of General Casey. 
 
Video of General Casey’s speech can be found here. 
The Cornell Daily Sun’s coverage of the event is available here. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EgqPzf_iIsM
http://cornellsun.com/2016/02/03/former-u-s-army-chief-of-staff-discusses-national-security/

