
 

Cornell Political Union 
Resolved: Should Cornell University Recommit to the 2035 

Carbon Neutrality Goal? 
 
 
Debate on 03/6/16 with Guest Speaker Oceanography Professor Bruce Monger 



Speaker (Prof. Bruce Monger) 
This week, Professor Bruce Monger joined Cornell Political Union to discuss President 

Garrett's recent abandonment of Cornell's 2035 Carbon Neutrality Plan. Professor Monger is a 
member of the Earth and Atmospheric Sciences department and is well known on campus for his 
Introduction to Oceanography class. 

To begin, Professor Monger briefly laid out the recent history of climate change science 
and provided scientific evidence that climate change is indeed human caused. Following that 
introduction to the issue, Professor Monger explained the impact that climate change has had on 
the world already and the potential impact it will have in the future if temperatures continue to 
rise. In New York City for example, a continued rise in sea levels makes the city more and more 
susceptible to damage caused by events like Hurricane Sandy. Enviornmental damage was 
another point Professor Monger brought up. As the ocean absorbs increasing amounts of carbon 
dioxide it becomes more acididic, which would eliminate coral reefs and disrupt food-webs. 

Although Cornell's impact on the broader issue of climate change may seem small to 
some, Professor Monger believes that our university must be a leader in tackling the issue. Until 
President Garrett declared that the 2035 goal was not a priority of hers, the university had been 
committed to zero carbon emissions by that year. The plan was widely supported by shared 
governance groups on campus, as well as by former President Skorton. With a price tag around 
$500 million, the plan was certainly costly. There were also concerns that the "deep geothermal 
heat energy" proposal was too uncertain and could not be relied on to achieve the 2035 goal. 
However, Professor Monger believes that we are running out of time to act. He also feels that 
tackling climate change is the great opportunity of our time and that our generation must rise up 
to greatness. 

Following student debate about the costs of the plan, who would pay for the plan, and 
lack of clarity of the plan, among other concerns, the Union unanimously supported Professor 
Monger and the proposed resolution. 
 


